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BERGANTE, THE BLOODHOUND.

The eazadors of Cuba were a very pe-
culiar and interesting type of men, em-
ployed many years azo by the Spanish
LOVCTROrs of the colony as a sort of rural
police. Pirates infesiec. the coast in
those days, making their fastnessesin the
mountains, where they used tostore theic
booty in secret caverns, and hold their
wild orgics for weeks together.  Thither,
alsa, negro fugitives from justice—and
sometimes from  injustice—would  fre-
quently resort, and there are many
strange traditions yet to be heard among
the inhabitants of the island with n-g:u-ﬁ
10 the doings of these outlaws in past
times, :

T'o pounce npon them in their fast-
nesses, when the perpetration of some
ereat erime demanded prompt measures,
was a service attended with much difli-
culty and danger, and one to be success-
fully performed only with the aid of
dogs. ~ Fronr this originated the organi-
zation of the cazadors—a band of hardy

and courageous men under the immediate |

control of the aleade provinciale, or chicf
magistrate of the colony. The costume
of the cazador was simple, but pictar-
esque. It consisted of a shirt made of
gtriped cotton staff, and loose trowsers of
the same material, 1is wide-brimmed
hat, with gound top, wasplaited 6fa kind
of coarse, Teedy  grass, used also by the
natives for thatching their houses, and he
always carried a small eross snspended
from hisneck. The boots generally worn
by him were of peculiar make. They
were formed by skinning the hind legs of
awild hog, and thrusting the feet into
these recking socks, so as to give them
the proper shape while they were yet
pliant and warm. The superfluons corn-
ers were then pared off and sewed up,
and the cazador had his boots, which
were complete when they had nndergone
a slight curing process with wood ashes
and salt. He wore a waist-belt with a:
large silver buckle, and to this was ap-
pended a broad cutlass, which he kept
¢xceedingly sharp.  These men were
wonderfully abstemious in their havits,
With no provisions, except a little salt,
they would roam the forests for weeks
together, subsisting upon the fruits and
farinaceous productions that abound
there, sometimes varying their diet with
the flesh of a wild hog, when they had
the chanee of killing one.

Each of these cazadors was obliged to
maintain  three bloodhounds, two of
which only he took with him to the
woods, the third being left at home as a
reserve. These dogs were of a pecnliar
breed, with taper heads, and their ears
sharply cropped to preveat laceration by
the prickly thickets through which they

had to pass. In addition to his hounds, |

the eazador was provided with a couple
of small dogs having remarkably keen
noses, which were found usetul in hitting
off the scent when the hounds had over-
run a trail.  These were called halladors,
or finders.

A hound was not considered fit to be
put upon the trail of a fugitive umil thor-
oughly trained to rofrain from seizing
his prey, unless in seli-defence—his busi.
ness being to keep it at bay until joined
. by his master. They were uncommonly
thick-skinned dogs, these bloodhounds.
and it is well for them that they were so,

for the amount of thrashing they had to
undergo to bring them to this state of
seli-denial was such that no ordinary dog
conld have survived. This diseipline was
administercd to them either with a knot-
ted whip, made of the hide of the wild
hog, or with the flat of the heavy sworl.
The savase tenacity of these dogs,
when {n'm'nkud, cansed them to be re-
garded with great terror.  When taken
out by their masters, they were kept
closely mmzzled, to prevent accidents,
and people were generally warned against
loucLin i or speaking to them.  One day,
a cazador had unmuzzled one of his dogs,
to allow him to drink. While his atten-
tion was drawn away for a moment, the
animal, attracted by the smell of meat,
ran to where an old woman was cookin
at a fire in the open air.  She threatene
him with a stick, te drive him away,
wherenpon be scized gher by the throaby
and killed her before assistance came,
So tenacious was his grip that it was
found necessary to sever his head from
his body ; nor even then did the rigid
museles relax their hold, and the ghastly |
head rémained for some time affixed to}

One of these ecazadors possessed a
bloodhound of so headstrong and san-.
euinary a disposition, that ncither
whip nor anything else had any eﬁ'ectf
upon him. fe was a dog of nnusual)
size and beantv, on which account hisl

the neck of the unfortnnate victiu, {ﬁ*oul‘
+ The

hand, and the cazador lay very still and
waited for its development. There was

likely to be a hunter where a hunt was

eoing on, he thought; nor wus he mis-
,_ta.kuﬁ; for, in a few minutes, a dusky |

figure, all in tattered array, ap yeared up-
on the Bﬁ and, having called ofl the
Jdog; R .W‘to him, pro-
ceededto cut up the wild boar. Distant
as_this scene was, the sharp eye of the
cazador detected the fugitive slave in the
dusky form of the hunter, and, as there
was a laree reward offered for the cap-
ture of that runaway, he slipped quictly
from hLis ambuscade, and. motioniug 1o
his dogs to follow him silently, took a
circuitous route through the bush, and
presently came upon the glade, within
fifty paces of the negro, to whom Lc cali-
ed out, ordering Lim to surrcnder at
once, or stand Lis chance of Leing killed
by the dogs.
& What can your dogs do?” asked the

negro, with a derisive langh.  ““ You have
‘heaten all the spirit out of them, and
‘they have not a bite left. " But it Tonly
gint my finger at you, my dog here will
ut- your throat before yeu ean ruise

cazador, who knew that- the re-
doubtable Bergante was no respecter of

thc’.‘rg:rsons, saw that there was some reason

this! Therefore, instead of taking for-
-eible 1aeasures, he brought the negro toa

owner was unwiling to destroy him ; and
yet, unmindial of the proverh, “ Give a¥
dog a had name and hang Lim,” ke be-
stowed upon the delinguent the appella~
tion of Bergaute, which is the Spanish,
for *“scoundrel.” The principal ohjection |
to Bergante was, that he wonld always
kill whatever he had a chance to lm
from a wild pig to a wild pirate, it haw

ing proved impossible to correet his tasie
for blond.  The only person who had any.
conirol over him was a negro slave, be-,
longing to a neighboring ecclesiastice,
who was noted tor exercising a4 sort
magnetic power over animals,  One day
this negro, aving been cruelly beaten
by an overseer for some trivial misde-
meanor, ran away and hid himself in the
woods. Days elapsed, and the negro
had not retarned ; and by and by a ru-
mor came that he bad joined a gang of
Spanish mutineers, who, after killing the
captain and mate of a British brig, on
which they were employed as sailors,
had run the vessel ashore, and taken to
the woods. Dogs were ordered out to
hunt these criminals, and, as hot work
was expected by the cazadors, Bergante
the bloodhound was one of the animals
selected to perform the duty.

Deep in the jungle the hounds came
upon a trail.  Their owners called them
all off, however, except Bergante, who
was let out of the slips, and went oft upon
the track with great fury. His loud-
mouthed bayinz was heard for some time,
until it gradually died away jnto the dis-
tance, and all was still.  The huntars fol-
lowed, and other hounds were slipped
from time to time; but, after a hunt of
three days, nothing came of it. The
hounds came straggling in to their mas-
ters, all except Bergante, who was sup-
posed to have met more than his mateh,
and to have fallen by the weapons of
some of the forest outlaws,

Several weeks bad elapsed ; when, asa |
cazador lay concealed one day among
some rocks in the heart of the forest, with
{ his hounds crouching by him, he heard
far away the well-known baying of DBer-
gante the bloodhound: From the high
cround where he lay in ambush, the ca-
zador commanded aview of a deep glade
in the woods, toward which the cry of
the dog appeared to Le tending, The
glade was but sparscly dotted with
shrubs, and on to it there prescntly
emerged a wild hog, who was making
for a Pond at the other end of the glade,
but was pulled down and throttled by the

E:\dey. and elicited from him the fict that
e had not joined aband of pirates, as re-
ported, but had been living for mauny
weeks upon the proceeds of the chase,
assisted by the tllng Berzaate, who, in-
atead of attacking him when let out upon
liis trail, had been his faithful friend and

stated that tle pirates. six in number,
had quarrelled among themselves, anc
“and that two of them—men of the most
desperate character—were now coneealed
in a ravine not far off.  They had no fire-
agms, and might be easily caplured, the
neero tidught, by the cazador awd lin-
gell, with the assistance of the terrible
bloodhound, whose ap{)nnr:mcc now.,
covered as he was with dust and bram-
bles, and his head clotted with the blood
of the wild boar, was enough to-strike
terror to the heart of the most reckless
desperado. The matter was soon ar-
ranged. It was stipulated by the cazador
that he would procure pardon and a re-
ward for the negro, if enabled by the
guidance and assistance of the latter to
capture any of the pirates, dead or alive.

aking & boar-path indicated by the
negro, they soon came up a small water-
course, on the margin of which they pre-
sently found the mark of a naked foot.
which the eazador knew to be that of a
white man. Then the hounds were let
out of their leashes, excepling Bergante,
who was kept tightly in hand by the
negro. They wentoff on the trail, and
it was not long before their loud yells
proclaimed that they had bronght some
quarry to bay. The huuters plunged on
after ‘them through the ravine. They
passed a large rock, under the shelter ot
which a fire was burning, amd some
blankets and cooking utensils lay scatter-
ed about. Following the baying of the
dogs, which now became faivier, they
cane upon one of them, dead, with a
long shcathi-knife sticking in his heart.
There was 2 similar knife in a tree close
by, into which it had been driven with

at torce. It had missed the other
log, probably, and pirates were evi-
denily great knife throwers, but they had
‘lost two of their weapons at any rate.
The baying of the other hound was very
fyrious now, and close at hand, and, cn
coming up with him, the hunters found
him cropching at a safe distance from
two awful desperadoes, who stood with
their backs against a e (allen tree,
one of them armed with 2 short boarding-
pike, and the other with a sailor’s knite.
At this sight Bergante made one furioss

ursuing dog before be could reach it

bound, aud, tearing himselt’ away from

Tere was sometiing like a revelation at | the grip of the negro, was fistened in au

ompanion ever since. The negro also-

linstant wpon the throat of the rufflan

with ‘the boarding-pike, and rolled with
{ him to the'gronnd in a tanzle of unequal
strife. The man was dead in a moment,
and the lugize “dog: lay panting upon his
corpse, eranching tlie hroken neck-bones

gight, the Gthep pirate threw 5
weapon and fell-upon his knecs. ™ He
would dp anything i’ they wenld save
Iim fror that terrible hound : first he
would saew them treasure, and then he
would Betray the other pirates into their
hands. With, difficulty the negro again
got the bleodhound into the Jeach, and
then, led by the pirate, they retraced

their stéps to the camp lately passed by
them. cre, buried under a jutting

ledge of the rock, they found a large
amomnt of treasure in gold, which had
‘been taken by the mntineers from the
English briz. The pirate was then se-
eurcly imadeufed, and ordered to Jesd
them at once to the haunt of other {es-
peradaes. on pain of being at oncegiven
over to Berzaute for exeeution,  Indeed
the latier had to be restiuived with a
doublé¢ Jeash, and held by botlithe cuza-
dor and the negro, to prevent Eim from
springing upon the prisoner, and throt-
tling hintas he Lad done his comrade.
Ere lonz they eame upon four pirates,
enseonced among some loose boulders,
and armed with their long knives, pre-
pared 0 make a desperate resistance.
The cazador first bound his prizoner ge-
curely 10 a tree, and then the dogs were
loosed, and the fight was a terzible one—
for the sight of Dlood had excited the
fury of the other hound, and he had his
mun down in a moment.
others were throttled by Berzante, but

not unfil he had received some fearful

gashes from their knives, The other was

captured alive: and, ere night had fallen,

the capters had returned to the town,

with thelr prizsoners, and a great quandity

ol valughle ireasure which the latter gave

up o thienrwion they foand (hat there

was no longer any chject in concealing it.

The pirates, dead as vwell asalive, were
all identitied by a sailor who had escaped
from the vessel seized by them, and the
captured ones were tried, found guilty,
and executed.  Six tall poles were plant-
ed firmly upon the beack, near where
the vessel had been run ashore, and the
remains of the murderers were placed
in large iron cages slung at the heads of
these, as a warning to such desperadoes.
Years afterwards the grinning skeletons
yet swung there to and fro.  "The earrion
crows could pass between the bars of the
cages, in which they held their horrible
revels day after day, while the vultures,
prevented by their size from entering,
clung, and hovered, and squabbled out-
side.  The whole scene was one of weird
and terrible impressiveness, and the plaee
was Known to wmarigers as Skeleton
Beach, for many a year after.

The negro was not only pardoned, hut
was presented with his liberty and «
large sum of money, for the part taken
by him in this important capture.  Fur-
ther than thig, he received an appoint-*
ment as a paid assistant to the eazadors:
and there are traditions of many a dariny
act in which he was subseqguently con-
cerned, in conjunetion with Derrante, the
Dloodhound. —Nue York Ledyer.

Lavy Cuaxpos, who wasstill a coguetie
in her advanced maturity, came to @ pur-
ty zfter cleven o'clock.

“ How late you are, my charmer:”
said the mistress of the house, provol-
ingly.

*1am guite ashamed,” apswered her
tadysiiip, “but my maid is o very slow:
she takes more than an hour sed a hall
to do my bair.”

“Fortanately,” obzerved one of her
friends, *you nre not oblized 1o stav
home whil 1 ' ’

IS iz i’

I & fop should eut his ewn theear,

world be monkeyide.

Two of the =

with smotbiered growls, Terrified.at .~
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